
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CDNTROL OOARD

SAN FRANCISCD BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-039

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

VARIAN ASSOCIATES
601 CALIFORNIA AVENUE
PAlO ALTO
SANTA CIARA COUNTY

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
PAlO ALTO
SANTA CIARA COUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Varian Associates manufactures electronic components at a site located
at 601 california Avenue, Palo Alto, Santa Clara County. The site is
leased from Stanford University the current owner of the site. (Varian
Associates and Stanford University are hereinafter referred to as the
dischargers)

2. The site consists of two main buildings as shown on Attachment 1, site
Plan, hereinafter a part of this Order. The complex houses research and
production facilities associated with varian Associates Image Tube
Division.

3. The site is located on a series of overlapping alluvial fans deposited
by east-flowing streams along the edge of the foothills of the Santa Cruz
Mountains west of the site. The land has been leased by Varian since
1966.

4. The subsurface soil and groundwater at this site are polluted with organic
solvents bel ieved to have orginiated from past activities at solvent
storage and use areas. Eight monitoring wells constructed on site in 1986
have detected trichloroethylene (TCE), l,l,l-trichloroethane (TCA), 1,1
dichloroethylene (DCE), l,l-dichloroethane (DCA). Concentrations of TCE up
to 24,000 ppb were detected in a well near an area where TCE and other
solvents were formerly stored. It is the intent of this Order to hold the
named dischargers responsible only to the extent that they caused the
pollution described herein.

5. The site is underlain by primarily continuous interbeds of
unconsolidated clayey to silty sand and sandy clays. The uppermost
saturated zone was encountered at approximately 17 to 20 feet deep. The
groundwater gradient in this zone is northeast toward the San Francisco
Bay.

6. There are four backup municipal wells and several private wells
downgradient from this site. The closest municipal well is approximately
1/2 mile to the northeast and the closest private well is approximately
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